US Honor’s Summer Assignment 

Due: September 8th in class

Worth: 100 points


Manifest Destiny
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The phrase was coined in 1845 by journalist John L. O’Sullivan, then an influential advocate for the Democratic Party. In an essay entitled “Annexation” published in the Democratic Review, O’Sullivan urged the United States to annex the Republic of Texas, not only because Texas desired this, but because it was America’s “manifest destiny to overspread the continent”. Amid much controversy, Texas was annexed shortly thereafter, but O’Sullivan’s first usage of the phrase “Manifest Destiny” attracted little attention.
O’Sullivan’s second use of the phrase became extremely influential. On December 27, 1845 in his newspaper the New York Morning News, O’Sullivan addressed the ongoing boundary dispute with Great Britain in the Oregon Country. O’Sullivan argued that the United States had the right to claim “the whole of Oregon”:
Excerpt:
Student Analysis

According to O’Sullivan, what is America’s destiny? How did the U.S. government attempt to accomplish this from the years 1850 – 1900?

--typed, Times New Roman, double spaced, 5 paragraph essay format

--Provide 3 specific historical examples of how the US accomplishes this between 1850-1900.
-- Provide at least 5 primary sources (speech excerpts, newspaper headlines, firsthand accounts, land treaties, court cases, etc.)

-- Cite all sources using MLA format and parenthetical citation 
example: (Smith 10)
-- Please bring any of your notes with you to class the first week for a comparative essay

Department Rubric will be used for competency grading
".... the right of our manifest destiny to over spread and to possess the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the development of the great experiment of liberty and federaltive development of self government entrusted to us. It is right such as that of the tree to the space of air and the earth suitable for the full expansion of its principle and destiny of growth." 








