AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT, PART I: THE CONSTITUTION

Directions: You will need a copy of The United States Constitution to complete this assignment. This packet is due on the first day of class and is intended to give you a solid foundation on The Constitution and its parts prior to the start of class in the fall. You should either answer all questions on this paper (neatly handwritten) OR print this assignment out after typing your responses.
PART I: THE PREAMBLE
In the space below, summarize each of the main principles (or goals) outlined in The Preamble and how you think they apply to our government and political system today. You must use specific examples from today to earn credit on this prompt.
PART II: THE ARTICLES

Summarize the purpose of each of the articles of The Constitution in the spaces below (2-3 sentences each):

Article I:

Article II:

Article III:

Article IV:

Article V:

Article VI:

Article VII:

Response Questions:

The powers of the Constitution specifically granted to particular branches of the federal government are called expressed powers.

1. Identify two expressed powers of the President:

2. Identify two expressed powers of the Senate:

3. Identify two expressed powers of the House of Representatives:

The principle of “checks and balances” dictates each branch of the federal government must have some method to control the other branches from gaining too much power. Look at the first three articles and answer the following questions:

1. What “check” does the executive branch have over the legislative branch?
2. What “check” does the executive branch have over the judicial branch?

3. What “check” does the legislative branch have over the executive branch?

4. What “check” does the legislative branch have over the judicial branch?

5. What “check” does the judicial branch have over the executive branch?

6. What “check” does the judicial branch have over the legislative branch?
7. The Constitution states the “supremacy clause” in Article VI. Explain this in your own words:
8. Describe two ways an amendment to The Constitution can be proposed:

9. Describe two ways amendments to The Constitution can be ratified (officially passed):

10. Upon reading the Constitution’s articles, which branch of the federal government is the most powerful? This is an “educated opinion” question, so feel free to answer as you like, but you need specific points to support your conclusion.

PART III: THE AMENDMENTS

Explain the general purpose of each of the following amendments and their relevance to American life today, for both the individual citizen and society at large.

Amendment 1:

Amendment 2:

Amendment 3:

Amendment 4:

Amendment 5:

Amendment 6:

Amendment 7:

Amendment 8:

Amendment 9:

Amendment 10:

Amendment 11:

Amendment 12:

Amendment 13:

Amendment 14:

Amendment 15:

Amendment 16:

Amendment 17:

Amendment 18:

Amendment 19:

Amendment 20:

Amendment 21:

Amendment 22:

Amendment 23:

Amendment 24:

Amendment 25:

Amendment 26:

Amendment 27:

The first 10 amendments to The Constitution were ratified all at once and called The Bill of Rights. Since then, only 17 amendments have been ratified in American history. Explain why you think so few amendments have been ratified and whether this is a positive or negative trend in American history and politics:
Constitutional Critiques and Analysis:

Charles A. Beard wrote a landmark essay called “Framing the Constitution” (1912) offering a very different analysis of the framers of The Constitution (the people called the Founding Fathers). Read the essay (there are numerous online links for this—you will have no problem finding it) and explain not only the main premise of Beard’s essay but whether you agree with him or not. You must use specific points to agree or disagree with his assessment. You are allowed to take a “sitting on the fence” position on this provided you explain both sides of your views.
Larry J. Sabato is a University of Virginia professor and one of the preeminent speakers in the country on The Constitution and its relevance to our nation today. His book A More Perfect Constitution outlines 23 changes he feels should be made to The Constitution, adding specifics to his general thesis that the document needs an update to fit our modern era. Research his ideas and write about five of them in depth in the space below. You should choose the five you find the most interesting or ones that you think would most significantly alter the political system currently in place. Note: I do not expect you to buy this book (unless you want to—it’s very good) to complete this question. Simply do some online research, where you will find interviews and overviews of his book (he has given several interviews during which he details each proposal in moderate depth) and answer this question.
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT, PART II: The Prince

**Please note: You are to only read the book prior to school. The essay is not due until after the first week of school, so you can manage your own time with this assignment.

“What The Prince Shows Us About American Politics”
Essay Assignment: 
In a six paragraph essay (five points from the text & your conclusion—your introduction should be embedded in your first point), you must pick five aspects or points from Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince and apply them each to some aspect of American politics today. You need to keep the examples or connections to the recent era of American history, approximately starting in the 1980s to the present. You need to establish pertinent, strong connections between the book and your reference points—just coming up with the book's points is not enough. 
Grade Weight: 200 points (exam grade)
Length: 800-1000 words
Due Date: Monday, 9/14/2015
